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American Bishop Named for Lambeth Post 


(New York) - A new post within the world-wide Anglican communion, executive 
officer of the Lambeth Conference, will be filled at the end of 1959 by the Rt. 
Rev. Stephen F. Bayne, Bishop of the Diocese of Olympia, in the state of 
Washington, USA. 


The new position will involve reporting to the Lambeth Conference's Ad- 
visory Council on Missionary Strategy and the Consultative Body of the Lambeth 
Conference, which functions as an executive and planning body during the ten- 
year intervals between meetings of all the bishops. 


Bishop Esyne will also be responsible for the eleven congregations of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, USA, in Europe. His headquarters will be in 
London. 


The bishop has been head of the Olympia diocese since 1947. He was chair- 
man of the Committee on the Family of the 1958 Lambeth Conference and is a member 
of his church's commissions on Ecumenical Affairs and Approaches to Unity. 

EPS, Geneva 
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Serbian Orthodox Pilgrimage For Near Hast 


(Belgrade) - A delegation from the Serbian Orthodox Church, led by Patriarch 
German, is making a pilgrimage to the Near East. 


Before leaving Belgrade the Patriarch said that the group was reviving an 
ancient tradition according to which the head of the church visited Jerusalem to 
pay homage at the tomb of Christ. The tradition had lapsed in the seventeenth 
century. 


During the journey members of the delegation have conferred with the Arch- 
bishop of Athens and All Greece and will visit the Orthodox patriarchs of 
Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem and Constantinople. The Serbian Patriarch said 
he hoped the trip would strengthen ties between the churches and increase under- 
standing between the peoples and countries visited. 


Other members of the Patriarch's group are Bishops Chrysostom, Emilian and 
Nikanor; Father Milan Smiljanic, president of the Yugoslav Priests' Association 
and two theological professors, Dr. Milos Erdeljan and Dr. Stojan Gosevic. 

HPS, Geneva 


Scots Presbyteries Back Sending of Nyasaland Commission 


(Edinburgh) - Presbyteries of the Church of Scotland in Edinburgh and Glasgow 
have welcomed the British Government's decision to send a commission of inquiry 
to investigate political disturbances in Nyasaland (see EPS No. 14). 


Addressing the Edinburgh Presbytery, the Rev. J.W.C. Dougall, general 
secretary of the Church's Foreign Mission Committee, said he hoped the commission 
would confer with missionaries and local African church leaders. He said there 
were no Europeans in Nyasaland "more closely in touch with the whole situation 
as it has been developing over the past few years" than the missionaries. 


The Glasgow Presbytery said that the church had "a vital part to play in 
pointing the road to reconciliation and to a real and effective racial partner-— 
Saito 


Concern has often been expressed within the Church of Scotland about the 
policies of the Nyasaland government since the decision was made by the British 
Government to include Nyasaland in the Central African Federation in 1953. The 
situation has become more tense for the church since Dr. Hastings Banda, a 
Nyasaland medical man and a leader of the African Congress in Nyasaland, has 
been under arrest. Dr. Banda is an elder of the church. EPS, Geneva 


Moslem Mission Active in Germany 


(Bethel, Westphalia) - Professor Georg Vicedom, well-known German missions 
expert, says that Islam is concentrating its missionary resources in Germany. 


The professor told the first all-German missionary study conference at 
Bethel-Bielefeld that 800 Germans had recently joined the Moslem Ahmadiya sect, 
which has issued a lively modern translation of the Koran to compete with the 
Bible. He said that Moslem states were financing the building of mission 
centres and mosques in places like Hamburg, Munich, Berlin and the Ruhr district. 
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"The Moslem communities in Germany are still small", said Professor Vicedom, 
"but they are tremendously active in trying to win converts. Germany is to be 
the base for the whole Moslem missionary campaign in Europe." 


Professor Hendrik Kraemer, Dutch authority on Islam, told the same con- 
ference that Islam is at present undergoing a crisis of faith. He said 
secular thinking by Arab politicians, military men and scientists was under- 
mining the faith and ethics of the Koran. Dr. Kraemer urged Christians to 
help troubled Moslems to find answers to the questions they were asking. 

EPS, Geneva 


Church Experts Study Parenthood and Population 


(Oxford, England) —- An international study group called together at Oxford by 
the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council has begun 
a study on behalf of the two world bodies to investigate ways of dealing with 
mounting world population pressures. 


The group met at Mansfield College, Oxford, Apirl 12 to 15, to investigate 
"Responsible Parenthood and the Population Problem". The programme included 
a survey of existing study and action on the problem by churches and Christian 
councils in various countries. 


Included in the study group were Dr. Thérése Chausse of Geneva; Dean 
William Cole, Williamstown, Massachusetts; Dr. Egbert de Vries, the Hague; 
Canon G.R. Dunstan, London; Miss Freda H. Gwilliam, London; Dr. Irene Ighodaro, 
Ibadan, Nigeria; Professor A.D. Mattson, Rock Island, Illinois; Mrs. Asuncion 
Perez, Philippines; Dr. Heinz G. Renkewitz, Germany; the Rt. Rev. John Sadiq, 
Bishop of Nagpur, India; Archimandrite Emilian Timiadis, Geneva; Professor 
H. van Oyen, Basel; and Dr. Hlizabeth Welford, London. 


Dr. Norman Goodall of London served as chairman and Dr. Richard M. Fagley of 
New York as secretary. 


The study begun at Oxford will be continued further before reports are pre- 
sented. EPS, Geneva 


Dessau Becomes "Church Reconstruction Town" 


(Dessau, DDR) -— A service in the Church of St. John at the town of Dessau in Hast 
Germany was attended by 1,000 people on Easter Day for the inauguration of 
"Church Reconstruction Year 1959/60". 


Dessau, capital of the former Duchy of Anhalt, was wiped out in an air raid 
in 1945. Collections will be taken in churches all over Germany during the 
current year to help rebuild rased church properties. 


Previous campaigns to aid church reconstruction in the East German cities of 
Rostock, Magdeburg, Frankfurt-on-Oder and Dresden have been strongly supported in 
Bast and West Germany. 


The inaugural service was addressed by President Schréter of the Anhalt Church 
and attended by members of the town council. The president appealed to civic 
authorities in the predominantly Communist local government to include churches 
and parish houses in overall plans to rebuild the city. EPS, Geneva 
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Swiss Churchmen Visit Yugoslavia 


( Ztirich) - A delegation of five Swiss Protestant leaders visited the Reformed 
Church in Yugoslavia in early April. They went as tourists but were allowed to 
preach in churches. Permission to preach is not usually given by the govern- 
ment. 


Pastor Heinrich Hellstern, secretary of the Swiss inter-church aid organisa- 
tion, Hilfswerk, reported active church life in centres of the minority Reformed 
group, numbering 35,000. 


Although many isolated congregations are without pastors, the Swiss dele- 
gation reported that their work is maintained by lay preachers. Large numbers 
of young people are reported to be attending church and many parishes report a 
96 per cent enrolment of parishioners' children for confirmation classes. 


Curator Lajos Jozsa, a spokesman for the Yugoslav church, when thanking the 
delegation for the substantial help sent in recent years, hailed the visit as 
more important than all the material aid sent through the Swiss churches. 

EPS, Geneva 


Hungarian State Controls Church Appointments 


(Budapest) - A state decree issued in early April stiffens a procedure for con- 
trolling appointments in the churches in Hungary. 


The regulations still require approval of all church appointments by the 
state but now also provide that government authorities may fill vacant posts if 
these are not filled by the church concerned. The state may take action to fill 
vacant positions after either sixty or ninety days, depending on the type of post. 


All clergy are required to take an oath of allegiance to the people's 
republic. HPS, Geneva 


Atheist Propaganda to Be Stepped Up in USSR 


(Moscow) - The presidium of the USSR's Academy of Sciences is to intensify the 
education of Soviet citizens in atheist thought. 


The decision was taken at a meeting in Moscow in the first week of April, 
when a committee was instructed to coordinate atheist propaganda, including 
"the scientific criticism of religion". 


The new committee will concentrate on improving popular anti-religious 
publications, a step urged by the new committee's chairman, Mr. A.P. Frantzev, 
a corresponding member of the Academy of Sciences. 


Adoption of the new move followed sharp criticism of methods of atheist 
propaganda used until now. Speakers said that scientific anti-religious pro— 
paganda “had not carried out the directives of the last party congress". Critics 
said that not enough attention had been given to the history and theory of atheism . 
and to ways of overcoming the influence of religion on people's minds. 


The new drive by the Academy of Sciences is an attempt to offset the de- 
ficiencies of anti-religious publications and museums. BPS, Geneva 
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"Radio Réveil" Ten Years Old 


(Lugano, Switzerland) - The international Christian evangelism radio programme, 
"Radio Réveil", celebrates its tenth anniversary this month. 


Pioneered by Pastor Hermann Parli, the broadcasts, originally from Radio 
Monte Carlo, have drawn thousands of letters from Europe, Africa and the Middle 
Kast. People write for answers to their personal problems and often ask for a 
copy of the Bible. 


Three additional programmes have been launched - an Italian and a Spanish 
broadcast from Monte Carlo and one in German from Luxembourg, 


All the evangelistic programmes are prepared by a staff of 12 people at the 
Lugano headquarters of "Christian Action Through Broadcasting and Press", Minis-— 
ters of various denominations cooperate in the broadcasts, which are financed by 
donations from Christians of many church backgrounds in Europe. EPS, Geneva 


West African Christians Cooperate 


(Brazzaville, French Equatorial Africa) - Progress toward church autonomy and 
concern with higher education were features of a mid-March meeting of the Evan- 
gelical Federation of Missionaries and Churches in the Camcroons and French 
Equatorial Africa. 


The federation, formed during World War II by missionary groups, now includes 
some fifteen churches and mission boards. The March meeting was attended by 
30 delegates, one third of them Africans. 


Two churches in the Cameroons have become autonomous since the council's 
last meeting in 1957. The meeting discussed ways of giving the churches auton- 
ony in view of the advance of political independence movements all over Africa. 


Plans for supporting the new theological faculty for French-speaking West 
Africa were also considered. The four-million dollar project will give theo-— 
logical education to Africans in Africa and cut down the need to send advanced 
students abroad for training (see EPS No. 36, 1958). EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


The swiss snort Wave radio service will broadcast the message of the presi- 
dents of the World Council of Churches in English, French and German on Whitsunday 
and the Monday following Pentecost. Some of the broadcasts will be beamed to 
Asia, Africa and the Far East, 

* % 


Dr. Samuel H. Miller, minister of Old Cambridge Baptist Church, near Harvard, 
has been appointed dean of Harvard Divinity School in succession to Dr. Douglas 
Horton, who has been dean since 1955, and is the chairman of the World .Couneil of 
Churches Faith and Order Comission. Dr. Miller is the first Baptist to hold 


the position. 
x x 


179 


tan cuo. 
? ] 
as (Ja saab ee 
“ ore | | | : 
Win‘ . } ‘ 


j 


i . 


a? 


No. 16 - April 24th, 1959. 6 


The fifty-one bishops of the Methodist Church in the United States mct and 
talked with Senator John Kennedy and Senator Hubert H. Humphrey, two contenders 
for the Denocratic nomination for the presidency of the United States. The 
bishops, who also saw President Eisenhower, Chicf Justice Earl Warren and Defence 
Secretary Neil H. McElroy, obtained the interviews to become acquainted with 
leading government personalities during the scmi-annual sessions of the Bishops! 
Council in Washington. 


* * 


The Holy Synod of the Church of Greece has criticised the judgnent of the 
Greek Supreme Court which gave Jehovah's Witnesses the protection of the country's 
constitution for "well-known faiths". The synod said it regarded the decision 
as "favouring the sect's anti-Christian activities". 

x * 

The former Bishop of Derby, Dr. A.E.J. Rawlinson, who is well-known as an 
Anglican spokesman and negotiator in most of the important church union conver- 
sations of recent years, will be succeeded by the Rt. Rev. G.F. Allen, formerly 
Bishop in Egypt and principal of the Anglican theological college in Canton, 


Chana, 
% * 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, has been visiting Angli- 
cans in Korea following his stay in Japan to attend the celebration of the cen- 
tenary of the arrival of Anglican missionaries in that country (see EPS No. 15). 


Cash ey 


Metropolitan Hlevfery Vorontsov, head of the Leningrad diocese of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, has died at the age of 67. Among those attending the 
funeral in Leningrad were Patriarch Alexei and Metropolitan Nikolai of Krutitsy 
and Kolomna, the two highest dignitaries of the Russian church. 


cae fray 


A mob incited by the local priest inflicted head wounds on Mr. Hector 
Gonzalez, a lay preacher of the Inter-American Missionary Society in the town 
of Carolina, Antioquia, Colombia, on February 8. Local police and government 
authorities in the administrative department of Antioquia said they could not 
guarantee the safety of Protestants in the area in view of the attitude of the 
bishop, who supported the priest in Carolina. (See also EPS No. 23) 


qv WS 


The Council of the Evangelical Church of the Union in Gernany has complained 
that promised resumption of negotiations on church-state issues has not been 
implemented by the governnent of East Germany (DDR) in spite of an undertaking 
to initiate further talks given last July. 


cA tea 


The Protestant Pastors' Association in the DDR, formed without official 
church backing in June 1958 (see ger MekS, asrete 1958) , will hold a conference at 
Erfurt in the third week of May. Speakers include Professor Miklos Palfy, dean 
of the Lutheran Theological Acadeny in Budapest, and Professor B. Pospisil of 
the Conenius Theological Faculty in Prague. 


Fe 


On the initiative of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) all Protestant 
churches in East and West Germany will hold services on Sunday May 3 to intercede 


for peace and the future of the Gernan people. 
* * 
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The first European Stewardship Conference, held at Hoisbtittel, near Hanburg, 


April 6 - 11, made plans for regular exchange of pastors and laity engaged in 
stewardship work in the Lutheran caurches of Europe. Publication of German 
stewardship literature in other languages was approved. More American publi- 
cations will also be translated into Geman. 


Fash Seat 


Archbishop Mena Elnaranoussy Elmet Wahad has been elected to succeed Yousab 
ILas Patriarch of the Coptic Orthodox Church, At the election cerenony in St. 
Mark's Cathedral, Cairo, on April 20, a small boy indicated which of three can- 
didates was to be chosen, in accordance with traditional procedure. 


cae Ay 


Father Edmond Loutil, better known as Pierre 1'Ernite, died last week at 


the age of 95. He had been one of the nost active and able workers in the 


French Catholic press, especially on the daily "La Croix". EPS, Geneva 
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